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Sunday of Orthodoxy 2025 
 
 

Encyclical 
 

 
Dearly beloved faithful in Christ, 

 
  

Each year on the first Sunday of Great Lent, the Sunday of Orthodoxy, we lift our voices 
and our hearts in joyful remembrance of the restoration of the holy icons to their rightful place in 
the life of the Church. Today, we celebrate triumphally and with humility the resulting Unity of 
the Orthodox Church manifested through this decision of the 7th Ecumenical Council that met in 
Nicaea in 787, under the aegis of Byzantine Empress Irene and, subsequently, the definitive 
Restoration of Holy Icons in Constantinople on the First Sunday of Great and Holy Lent in 843, 
henceforth known as Orthodoxy Sunday, under the patronage of the Byzantine Regent, Saint 
Theodora, and, the Ecumenical Patriarch, Saint Methodios the Confessor. Now, here in the United 
States of America, the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops is tasked with preserving, 
manifesting, and promoting this same mystery of Unity exemplified and confessed with courage 
by the Saints so long ago. Thus, inspired by the same sense of joy, witness and responsibility 
“Assembly of Bishops Sunday” is now recognized throughout the country in conjunction with the 
Sunday of Orthodoxy. 
 
 In his first letter to the Corinthians, Saint Paul cries out across the ages with a message that 
still speaks to our hearts today: “I appeal to you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10). This powerful pericope crossed with the 
example of restoration celebrated on the Sunday of Orthodoxy inspires us to always rise above 
division and to stand together in the unshakable love of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Indeed, the restoration of the holy icons is the restoration of unity through the victory of faith over 
fear, of salvation over condemnation, of a God incarnate over an unknown deity. Unity prevails 
when we all open up our hearts and minds in selfless love, transformed by grace in the mystery of 
Christ. Just as we venerate icons, we too become icons to one another, united in one body, that is 
the Church, just as the Saints of the 8th and 9th Centuries chose to stand firm, witnessing God’s 
glory. Thus, let us be challenged by Saint Paul’s words by being “united in the same mind and the 
same judgement.” Let us not harden our differences but rather embrace what unites us in Christ.  
 
 As we celebrate Assembly of Bishops Sunday – along with the Sunday of Orthodoxy – we 
encourage you all to learn about the Ministries of the Assembly as well as to support our sincere 
efforts for Orthodox Christian Unity through the steadfast and generous gifts of your time, talent, 
and treasure. 
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 With Paternal love in Christ and prayers for a blessed Lenten journey, on the 9th of March, 
2025. 
 
 

 
 

† ELPIDOPHOROS  
Archbishop of America 

Chair 
and the members of the Executive Committee of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 

of the United States of America 
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Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας 2025 

 
Τέκνα ἐν Κυρίῳ ἀγαπητά,  
 
 Κάθε χρόνο, τὴν πρώτη Κυριακὴ τῆς Μεγάλης Τεσσαρακοστῆς, τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, 
ὑψώνουµε τὶς φωνὲς καὶ τὶς καρδιές µας µὲ χαρά, ἐνθυµούµενοι τὴν ἀποκατάσταση τῶν ἱερῶν 
εἰκόνων στὴν πρέπουσα θέση τους µέσα στὴν Ἐκκλησία. Σήµερα ἑορτάζουµε θριαµβευτικά, ἀλλὰ 
συγχρόνως µὲ ταπείνωση, τὴν ἑνότητα τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας, ἡ ὁποία ἐπιβεβαιώθηκε µὲ τὴν 
ἀπόφαση τῆς Ἑβδόµης Οἰκουµενικῆς Συνόδου, ποὺ συνεκλήθη στὴ Νίκαια τὸ ἔτος 787, ὑπὸ τὴν αἰγίδα 
τῆς Βυζαντινῆς Αὐτοκράτειρας Εἰρήνης τῆς Ἀθηναίας. Ἐν συνεχείᾳ, ἡ ὁριστικὴ ἀποκατάσταση τῶν 
ἱερῶν εἰκόνων ἔλαβε χώρα στὴν Κωνσταντινούπολη, κατὰ τὴν πρώτη Κυριακὴ τῆς Ἁγίας καὶ 
Μεγάλης Τεσσαρακοστῆς τοῦ ἔτους 843, ὑπὸ τὴν προστασία τῆς Ἁγίας Θεοδώρας καὶ τοῦ 
Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριάρχου, Ἁγίου Μεθοδίου τοῦ Ὁµολογητοῦ. 
 
 Σήµερα, στὶς Ἡνωµένες Πολιτεῖες τῆς Ἀµερικῆς, ἡ Συνέλευση τῶν Κανονικῶν Ὀρθοδόξων 
Ἐπισκόπων ἔχει τὴν εὐθύνη τῆς διαφυλάξεως καὶ τῆς προαγωγῆς αὐτοῦ τοῦ µυστηρίου τῆς ἑνότητος, 
γιὰ τὸ ὁποῖο µαρτύρησαν µὲ θάρρος οἱ ἅγιοι διὰ τῶν αἰώνων. Μὲ τὸ ἴδιο πνεῦµα χαρᾶς, µαρτυρίας καὶ 
εὐθύνης, ἡ «Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐπισκοπικῆς Συνελεύσεως» ταυτίζεται µὲ τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς 
Ὀρθοδοξίας καὶ ἀναγνωρίζεται πλέον ἔτσι σὲ ὅλη τὴ χώρα. 
 
 Στὴν πρώτη ἐπιστολὴ πρὸς τοὺς Κορινθίους ὁ Ἀπόστολος Παῦλος ἀπευθύνει ἕνα µήνυµα, τὸ 
ὁποῖο παραµένει πάντα ζωντανὸ καὶ ἐπίκαιρο: «Παρακαλῶ δὲ ὑµᾶς, ἀδελφοί, διὰ τοῦ ὀνόµατος τοῦ 
Κυρίου ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ἵνα τὸ αὐτὸ λέγητε πάντες, καὶ µὴ ᾖ ἐν ὑµῖν σχίσµατα, ἦτε δὲ 
κατηρτισµένοι ἐν τῷ αὐτῷ νοῒ καὶ ἐν τῇ αὐτῇ γνώµῃ» (1:10). Ἡ δυναµικὴ αὐτὴ περικοπή, συνδυασµένη 
µὲ τὸ γεγονὸς τῆς ἀποκαταστάσεως τῶν ἱερῶν εἰκόνων ποὺ ἑορτάζουµε τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, 
µᾶς καλεῖ νὰ ὑπερβοῦµε τὶς ὅποιες διαφορές µας καὶ νὰ στεκόµαστε ἑνωµένοι µὲ ἀκλόνητη πίστη 
πρὸς τὸν Κύριο καὶ σωτῆρα ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστό. 
 
 Πράγµατι, ἡ ἀποκατάσταση τῶν ἱερῶν εἰκόνων µᾶς προτρέπει νὰ ἀποκαταστήσουµε καὶ τὴν 
ἑντότητα, µὲ τὴ νίκη τῆς πίστεως ἐπάνω στὸ φόβο, τῆς σωτηρίας ἐπάνω στὴν καταστροφή, τοῦ 
ἐνανθρωπήσαντος Θεοῦ ἐπάνω στὸν ἀγνωστικισµό. Ἡ ἑνότητα θριαµβεύει ὅταν ἀνοίγουµε τὶς 
καρδιές µας καὶ τὸ νοῦ µας µὲ ἀνιδιοτελὴ ἀγάπη, µεταµορφωµένοι διὰ τῆς χάριτος τοῦ Κυρίου ἡµῶν 
Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Ὅπως ἀκριβῶς προσκυνοῦµε τὶς ἱερὲς εἰκόνες, ἔτσι γινόµαστε καὶ ἐµεῖς εἰκόνες ὁ ἕνας 
τοῦ ἄλλου, ἑνωµένοι σὲ ἕνα σῶµα, τὴν Μία Ἁγία Ἐκκλησία, ὅπως καὶ οἱ Ἅγιοι τοῦ ὀγδόου καὶ τοῦ 
ἑνάτου αἰῶνος στάθηκαν ἀπαρασάλευτοι καὶ ὁµολόγησαν µὲ θάρρος τὴν ὀρθόδοξη πίστη. 
 

Ἑποµένως, ἡ προτροπὴ τοῦ ἀποστόλου Παύλου ἂς γίνει  πρόσκληση πρὸς ὅλους µας: «ἵνα ἦτε 
κατηρτισµένοι ἐν τῷ αὐτῷ νοῒ καὶ ἐν τῇ αὐτῇ γνώµῃ». Ἀντὶ νὰ ἐπισηµαίνουµε τὶς διαφορές µας, ἂς 
προβάλλουµε ὅ,τι µᾶς ἑνώνει ἐν Χριστῷ. 

 
 Γιορτάζοντας τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐπισκοπικῆς Συνελεύσεως ταυτοχρόνως µὲ τὴν 
Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, σᾶς προτρέπουµε νὰ ἐνηµερωθεῖτε γιὰ τὶς διάφορες Διακονίες καὶ 
δραστηριότητες τῆς Συνελεύσεως καὶ νὰ στηρίξετε µὲ σταθερότητα καὶ γενναιοδωρία τὶς 
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προσπάθειές µας γιὰ τὴν ἐπίτευξη τῆς ὀρθόδοξης χριστιανικῆς ἑνότητας, συµβάλλοντας µὲ τὸν 
ἐθελοντικὸ χρόνο, τὰ τάλαντα καὶ τὴν ὑλικὴ συνεισφορά σας. 
  
Μετὰ πατρικῆς ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπης καὶ εὐχὲς γιὰ µία εὐλογηµένη πορεία κατὰ τὴν Ἁγία καὶ Μεγάλη 
Τεσσαρακοστή. 

Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, 9 Μαρτίου 2025, 
 

 
+ ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος, 

Πρόεδρος 
καὶ τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἐκτελεστικῆς Ἐπιτροπῆς τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐπισκοπικῆς Συνελεύσεως 

τῶν Ἡνωµένων Πολιτειῶν τῆς Ἀµερικῆς 
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Foreword 

We venerate Your Pure Image, O Good One, begging forgiveness of our sins, 
O Christ our God. 

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of 
America presents this translation of the service of Great Vespers for 
the Sunday of Orthodoxy. The impetus for this effort stemmed from 
the long-established local practice throughout the country of celebrat-
ing this Pan-Orthodox service for Sunday of Orthodoxy.  

With this reality in mind, the AoB Liturgy Committee initiated a me-
thodical study of the various translations historically used through-
out the United States, synthesized them into a single translation, and 
made minor adjustments to the resulting translation in order to best 
reflect the meaning of the origional Greek. The Assembly of Bishops, 
at its October 2024 meeting, approved the text of the service with mi-
nor revisions, and the AoB Executive Committee approved the service 
itself on February 6, 2025 .   

The Sunday of Orthoodxy Vespers Service is intended to be utilized 
for Pan-Orthodox celebrations of Great Vespers for the Sunday of Or-
thodoxy. As of 2025, “Assembly of Bishops Sunday” is celebrated on 
Sunday of Orthodoxy, which marks a day to reflect on and support 
efforts toward Orthodox Christian Unity in the USA – both local and 
national – especially the ministries of the Assembly of Bishops. 
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Hierarch/Priest: Blessed is our God always, now and forever and to the 
ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 

Reader: Come, let us worship and bow down before our King and God. 

Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ our King and God. 

Come, let us worship and bow down before Him, Christ our King and 
God. 

Psalm 103 (104) 

Hierarch/Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord our God, You are 
very great: You are clothed with honor and majesty, Who cover Yourself 
with light as with a garment, Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain. 
He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters, Who makes the 
clouds his chariot, Who walks on the wings of the wind, Who makes His 
angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire. You who laid the foundations 
of the earth, so that it should not be moved forever, covered it with the 
deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. At Your 
rebuke they fled; at the voice of Your thunder they hastened away. They 
went up over the mountains; they went down into the valleys, to the 
place which You founded for them. You have set a boundary that they 
may not pass over, that they may not return to cover the earth. He sends 
the springs into the valleys; they flow among the hills. They give drink to 
every beast of the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst. By them the 
birds of the heavens have their home; they sing among the branches. He 
waters the hills from His upper chambers; the earth is satisfied with the 
fruit of Your works. He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and vegeta-
tion for the service of man, that He may bring forth food from the earth, 
and wine that makes glad the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, 
and bread which strengthens man’s heart. The trees of the Lord are full 
of sap, the cedars of Lebanon which He planted, where the birds make 
their nests; the stork has her home in the fir trees. The high hills are for 
the wild goats; the cliffs are a refuge for the rock badgers. He appointed 
the moon for seasons; the sun knows its going down. You make darkness, 
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and it is night, in which all the beasts of the forest creep about. The young 
lions roar after their prey, and their food comes from God. When the 
sun rises, they gather together and lie down in their dens. Man goes out 
to his work and his labor until the evening. O Lord, how manifold are 
Your works! In wisdom You have made them all. The earth is full of Your 
possessions—the great and wide sea, in which are innumerable teeming 
things, living things both small and great. There the ships sail about; there 
is that Leviathan which You have made to play there. These all wait for 
You, that You may give them their food in due season. What You give 
them they gather in; You open Your hand, they are filled with good. You 
hide Your face, they are troubled; You take away their breath, they die and 
return to their dust. You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; and You 
renew the face of the earth. May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may 
the Lord rejoice in His works. He looks on the earth, and it trembles; He 
touches the hills, and they smoke. I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
I will sing praise to my God while I have my being. May my meditation 
be sweet to Him; I will be glad in the Lord. May sinners be consumed 
from the earth, and the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
Praise the Lord! The sun knows its going down. You make darkness, and 
it is night. O Lord, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom You have 
made them all. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to You, O God. (3) Our hope, O Lord, 
glory to You. 

The Great Litany 

Deacon: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: For the peace from above and the salvation of our souls, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
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Deacon: For the peace of the whole world, the stability of the holy 
churches of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: For this holy house and those who enter it with faith, reverence, 
and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: For pious and Orthodox Christians, let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: For our Hierarch (name), for the Hierarchs of the Assembly of 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops, for the honorable presbytery, for the di-
aconate in Christ, and for all the clergy and the people, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: For our nation, the President, for all in civic authority and our 
armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: For this city, for every city and land, and for the faithful who 
dwell in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: For favorable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

PAGE 5 SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 



Deacon: For those who travel by land, sea, and air, for the sick, the suffer-
ing, the captives and for their salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, by 
Your grace. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: Remembering our most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious Lady, 
the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us commend 
ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God. 

Cantor/Choir: To You, O Lord. 

Hierarch/Priest: For to You belong all glory, honor, and worship, to the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages 
of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 

Psalm 140 (141) 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, I have cried to You; hear me. Hear me, O Lord. 
Lord, I have cried to You; hear me. Give heed to the voice of my supplica-
tion when I cry to You. Hear me, O Lord. 

The Deacon censes. 

Cantor/Choir: Let my prayer be set forth before You as incense, the lift-
ing up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Hear me, O Lord. 
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Sticheron 1 

Cantor/Choir: Bring my soul out of prison to give thanks to Your name, O 
Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 2 

Cantor/Choir: The righteous shall wait for me, until You reward me. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 3 

Cantor/Choir: Out of the depths I have cried to You, O Lord; O Lord, hear 
my voice. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 4 

Cantor/Choir: Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 5 

Cantor/Choir: If You, O Lord, should mark transgression, O Lord, who would 
stand? For there is forgiveness with You. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 6 

Cantor/Choir: Because of Your law, O Lord, I waited for You; my soul waited 
for Your word. My soul hopes in the Lord. 

PAGE 7 SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 



Cantor/Choir: [Inserts] 
Sticheron 7 

Cantor/Choir: From the morning watch until night; from the morning watch 
until night, let Israel hope in the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 8 

Cantor/Choir: For with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is abundant 
redemption; and He shall redeem Israel from all his transgressions. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 9 

Cantor/Choir: Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; praise Him, all you peoples. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 10 

Cantor/Choir: For His mercy rules over us; and the truth of the Lord endures 
forever. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Sticheron 11 

Cantor/Choir: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

The Entrance 

Deacon (quietly): Let us pray to the Lord. 
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Priest (quietly): In the evening, in the morning, and at midday, we praise 
You, we bless You, we give thanks to You, and we pray to You, Master of 
all, loving Lord. Let our prayer be set forth before You as incense. Incline 
not our hearts to evil words or thoughts, but deliver us all from those who 
stalk our souls. For our eyes, O Lord, are toward You, and in You we hope. 
O our God, leave us not dishonored. 

O Gladsome Light 

Deacon: Wisdom. Arise. 

All: O gladsome light of the holy glory of the immortal Father, the heav-
enly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ! Having come to the setting of the sun and 
seen the evening light, we praise God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is 
always worthy to sing a song of praise in splendid voices, O Son of God, 
the giver of life. Wherefore, the world sings of Your glory. 

Deacon: The evening Prokeimenon! 

Cantor/Choir: You have given an inheritance to those who fear Your 
name. 

Cantor/Choir: From the end of the earth I cried out to You. 

Cantor/Choir: You have given an inheritance to those who fear Your 
name. 

Cantor/Choir: And in the shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge. 

Cantor/Choir: You have given an inheritance to those who fear Your 
name. 

Cantor/Choir: So I will sing praise to Your name unto ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: You have given an inheritance to those who fear Your 
name. 
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The Litany of Fervent Supplication 

Deacon: Let us all say with all our soul and with all our mind, let us say. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 

Deacon: Lord Almighty, God of our fathers, we pray You, hear us and 
have mercy. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 

Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your great mercy, we 
pray You, hear us and have mercy. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 

Deacon: Again, we pray for the pious and Orthodox Christians. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 

Deacon: Again, we pray for our Hierarch (name) and for the Hierarchs of 
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 

Deacon: Again, we pray for our brethren: the priests, the hieromonks, 
the deacons, the monastics, and all our brotherhood in Christ. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 

Deacon: Again, we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation, protec-
tion, forgiveness, and remission of the sins of the servants of God, all 
pious Orthodox Christians dwelling or visiting in this city: the parish-
ioners, the members of the parish council, the stewards, the men and 
women in philanthropy, and benefactors of this holy church. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 
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Deacon: Again, we pray for the blessed and ever to be remembered 
founders of this holy church, and for our fathers, mothers, and brethren 
who have fallen asleep before us, and who have been laid here to pious 
rest, as well as all Orthodox everywhere. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 

Deacon: Again, we pray for those who bear offerings and do good works 
in this holy and all-venerable church, for those who labor and those who 
sing, and for the people here present who await Your great and rich mercy. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy (3). 

Hierarch/Priest: For You are a merciful and loving God, and to You we 
offer up glory, to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever and to the ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 

Hierarch/Reader: O Lord, keep us this evening without sin. Blessed are 
You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Your name 
to the ages. Amen. O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us for we have set our 
hope in You. Blessed are You, O Lord, teach me Your commandments. 
Blessed are You, Master, grant me understanding of Your commandments. 
Blessed are You, Holy One, enlighten me with Your commandments. 
Lord, Your mercy is forever. Do not spurn the works of Your hands. To 
You is due praise, to You is due song, to You is due glory, to the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 

The Litany of Completion 

Deacon: Let us complete our evening prayer to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
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Deacon: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, by 
Your grace. 

Cantor/Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: That this whole evening may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and 
without sin, let us ask the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Grant this, O Lord. 

Deacon: For an angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls 
and bodies, let us ask the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Grant this, O Lord. 

Deacon: For pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us 
ask the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Grant this, O Lord. 

Deacon: For that which is good and beneficial for our souls, and for peace 
in the world, let us ask the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Grant this, O Lord. 

Deacon: That we may complete the remainder of our lives in peace and 
repentance, let us ask the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: Grant this, O Lord. 

Deacon: For a Christian end to our life, peaceful, without shame and 
suffering, and for a good defense before the awesome judgment seat of 
Christ, let us ask. 

Cantor/Choir: Grant this, O Lord. 
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Deacon: Remembering our most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious Lady, 
the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us commend 
ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God. 

Cantor/Choir: To You, O Lord. 

Hierarch/Priest: For You are a good and loving God, and to You we offer 
glory, to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever and to the ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 

Hierarch/Priest: Peace be with all. 

Cantor/Choir: And with your spirit. 

Deacon: Let us bow our heads to the Lord. 

Cantor/Choir: To You, O Lord. 

Hierarch/Priest (quietly): Lord our God, who inclined the heavens and 
descended for the salvation of humankind, look upon Your servants and 
Your inheritance; for they have bowed their heads and bent their necks 
to You, the awesome yet compassionate Judge, not expecting human help, 
but awaiting Your mercy and anticipating Your salvation. Guard them 
at all times, this evening, and the coming night, from every enemy, from 
all demonic activity against them, from vain reflections, and from evil 
thoughts. 

Hierarch/Priest: Blessed and glorified be the might of Your Kingdom, of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the 
ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 
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The Aposticha 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Cantor/Choir: To You I have lifted up my eyes, to You Who dwell in heaven. 
Behold the eyes of servants look unto the hands of their masters, as the eyes of 
the handmaid look to the hands of her mistress, so do our eyes look unto the Lord 
our God, until He takes pity upon us. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Cantor/Choir: Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us, for we are great-
ly filled with abasement. Greatly has our soul been filled therewith; let reproach 
come upon those who prosper, and abasement upon the proud. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Cantor/Choir: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

Cantor/Choir: [Insert] 

Procession of the Holy Icons 

At this point, all the clergy process around the nave holding icons and assemble 
on the solea together with the Hierarchs. As they process around, the following 

Troparion is chanted/sung: 

All: We venerate Your Pure Image, O Good One, begging forgiveness 
of our sins, O Christ our God. Of Your own will, You condescended to 
ascend upon the Cross in the flesh and deliver those You created from 
the bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, thankfully, we cry out, “When You 
came to save the world, You filled all things with joy, O Our Savor.” 

Once the clergy are assembled on the solea, the following prayers for the Sun-
day of Orthodoxy commence: 
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The Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed 

All: I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, the Only begotten, begotten 
of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, 
begotten, not made, of one essence with the Father through Whom all 
things were made. 

Who for us and for our salvation came down from Heaven and was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man. 

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate and suffered and was 
buried; And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures, and 
ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father, and He 
shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from 
the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is worshipped 
and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets. 

In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church: I confess one baptism 
for the remission of sins, I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the age to come. Amen. 

The Synodikon 

Hierarch/All: 
As the Prophets beheld, 
As the Apostles taught, 
As the Church received, 
As the Teachers dogmatized, 
As the Universe agreed, 
As Grace has shone forth, 
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As the Truth has been revealed, 
As falsehood has been dispelled, 
As Wisdom has been presented, 
As Christ rewarded, 
This we believe! 
This we declare! 
This we proclaim! 
“Christ our true God 
and we honor His saints,” 
In words, 
In writings, 
In thought, 
In sacrifices, 
In churches, 
In icons. 
We worship Christ as God and Master while honoring His saints as true 
servants of the same Master. And, accordingly, we grant them veneration. 
This is the faith of the Apostles. 
This is the Faith of the Fathers. 
This is the Faith of the Orthodox. 
This is the Faith which has established the Universe. 
Therefore, with brotherly and filial love, 
we praise the champions of Orthodoxy - pious emperors, holy patriarchs, 
hierarchs, teachers, martyrs, and confessors - for the glory and honor of 
piety, for which they struggled, and we say and declare: eternal be their 
memory. 

Cantor/Choir: Eternal be their memory. Eternal be their memory. May 
their memory be eternal. 

Hierarch/Priest: Let us beseech God, that we may be instructed and 
strengthened by the trials and struggles for the faith, even to death, which 
these Saints endured as well as by their teachings, entreating them that 
we also, to the end, imitate their godly life. May we be deemed worthy 
of what we ask through the mercy and grace of the Great and First High 
Priest, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of our glorious 
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Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, of the godly Angels, and of 
all the Saints. 

Choir: Amen. 

The Great Prokeimenon 

Deacon: The evening Prokeimenon! 

Cantor/Choir: Who is so great a God as our God? You alone are the God 
who works wonders. 

Cantor/Choir: You have declared Your strength among the peoples. 

Cantor/Choir: Who is so great a God as our God? You alone are the God 
who works wonders. 

Cantor/Choir: And I said, “This is my anguish; But I will remember the years 
of the right hand of the Most High.” 

Cantor/Choir: Who is so great a God as our God? You alone are the God 
who works wonders. 

Cantor/Choir: I will remember the works of the Lord; Surely I will remember 
Your wonders of old. 

Cantor/Choir: Who is so great a God as our God? You alone are the God 
who works wonders. 

The Prayer of St. Simeon 

Hierarch/Priest: Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace according 
to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have pre-
pared in the presence of all peoples: a light to enlighten Gentiles, and 
glory for Your people Israel. 

PAGE 17 SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 



The Trisagion 

Reader: Amen. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us (3). 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, forgive our sins. Master, par-
don our transgressions. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Your 
name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy (3). 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Hierarch/Priest: For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to 
ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 

The Apolytikia 

Cantor/Choir: Hail Mary full of grace, O Virgin Theotokos, the Lord is 
with you. Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb, for you have borne the Saviour of our souls. 

Cantor/Choir: O Baptist of Christ, remember us all, that we may be de-
livered from our iniquities; grace has been given you to intercede for us. 
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Cantor/Choir: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

Cantor/Choir: O holy Apostles and all you Saints, intercede for us be-
fore the Savior, that we may be delivered from dangers and sorrows, for 
you are our fervent protectors. 

Cantor/Choir: Now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

Cantor/Choir: We take refuge in your compassion, O Theotokos, only 
pure and only blessed one. Reject not our supplications offered in adver-
sity, but deliver us from all danger. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy (12). 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

More honored than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare 
than the Seraphim, in purity you gave birth to God the Logos. Truly you 
are the Theotokos: you do we magnify. 

Deacon: Wisdom, bless! 

Hierarch/Priest: Blessed is He who is, Christ our true God, now and for-
ever and to the ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 

Hierarch/Priest: May the Lord God strengthen the holy and pure faith of 
devout Orthodox Christians, of His holy Church, this city and this Parish 
to the ages of ages. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 
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The Prayer of St. Ephraim 

Hierarch/Priest: O Lord and Master of my life! Keep from me the spirit 
of sloth, faintheartedness, lust of power and idle talk. (Prostration) 

Hierarch/Priest: But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience 
and love to Your servant. (Prostration) 

Hierarch/Priest: Yea, Lord and King! Grant me to see my own errors 
and not to judge my brother; for You are blessed to ages of ages. Amen. 
(Prostration) 

The Dismissal 

Hierarch/Priest: Glory to You, O Christ our God. Glory to You. 

Deacon: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever and to the ages of ages. Lord have mercy (3). Master, Bless! 

Hierarch/Priest: May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 
His most pure and holy Mother, the power of the precious and life-giving 
Cross, the protection of the honorable, bodiless powers of heaven, the 
supplications of the honorable, glorious prophet and forerunner John the 
Baptist, of the holy, glorious, and praiseworthy apostles, of the holy, glo-
rious, and victorious martyrs, of our righteous and God-bearing fathers, 
(local patron saint); of the holy and righteous ancestors of God Joachim 
and Anna, of (saint of the day), and of all the saints, have mercy on us and 
save us, as a good, loving, and merciful God. 

Hierarch/Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus 
Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us. 

Cantor/Choir: Amen. 
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